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BALCINET – Council of Mayors

DECLARATION

 We, the Mayors of major Balkan cities:

        Realising that reinforcing Local Authorities largely contributes to the creation of a European Union governed by the principles of Subsidiarity and decentralisation

        Recognising the importance of trans-border, inter-municipal co-operation in safeguarding stability and economic development for the Balkan region

Agree to co-operate in order to achieve the following common goals:

        Further enhancement of the role of major cities as dynamic urban centres for the development of the region.

        Development and implementation of economic decentralisation policy to enhance the role and effectiveness of local authorities.

        Direct access of local authorities to the European Union and other financing sources.

        Development of friendship and co-operation schemes that will contribute to the development of cities and prosperity of their citizens in the region.

        Integration of the activities of already existing networks and organisations founded and operating under the auspices of the Council of Europe as well as other European and international organisations.

        Exchange of information and know-how as well as solutions to common problems.

Further development and enlargement of the 6 Guideline Action Axes for the year 2003.

 
1st Axis: European programmes

Exchanging information and experiences drawn from participating in the European Union. Drafting and submission of common programmes on issues of common interest to the European authorities.

2nd Axis: Reinforcement of Local Authorities in the Balkans

Exchanging information on the current situation of local authorities in the region, especially in the field of economic decentralisation; shaping and claiming common positions and proposals by central governments and European institutions.

3rd Axis: Co-operation in the field of development

Promoting economic development of the region. Economic stability is the main prerequisite condition for democratic and peaceful development through exchanging information, co-operation in the sectors of Exhibitions or other actions in the region, co-operation schemes with Chambers, Associations, etc.

Actions:

Dispatching information on forthcoming events and actions up to the end of December 2003.

Identifying interested partners up to the end of January 2003.

Carrying out a programme of joint initiatives with partners concerned up to February 2003.

 

4th Axis: Youth – Tourism – Culture – Sports – Education

Foundation of an International Inter-Balkan University

Further development of existing co-operation scheme in these fields through exchanges; hosting joint cultural, sports and other events and common cultural heritage.

Actions:

Collecting information on current actions in these fields.

Identifying interested partners   

Creating a programme of joint actions with interested partners

Organising a Youth Parliament with representatives

Organising a contest on the strategic development of the Balkans.

5th Axis: New Technologies

Upgrading communication among the cities of our region as well as communication through new technologies. Using e-government at a local level. Co-operating with the network of Central Associations of Municipalities and Communities of S.E. Europe in the field of Information Technology.

Actions: Holding an international Congress on the use of new technologies at a local level.

The organisation and operation of our network will be based on the principles of equal participation and representation for all the members of the network.

Today, we decide to hold a long-term campaign to promote the principles of democratic Local Authorities and the crucial role they play in safeguarding social, economic and political stability in the region and we reassert the principle provided by the Chapter on Local Authorities of the Council of Europe and by article 21 of the Declaration of Human Rights, according to which the will of the citizens is the foundation of power and authority.

Taking into consideration that decentralisation limits congestion of the centre and accelerates governmental actions, thus activating local initiatives, identifying financial resources for local authorities should reasonably meet the objectives set by the authorities themselves.

Realising that United Europe is a Europe of Regions and Local Authorities, the major cities of the region will promote co-operation to safeguard economic stability, which will form the basis for political security in the Balkan region.
